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Art Unit: 2612 



1. 



This application has been transferred to another examiner 



2. The Applicants' arguments filed April 16, 2001 have been fiilly considered by the 
Examiner but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

The Applicants argue that the images .stored by the Yamada et al. camera are transferred 
to a reproduction unit that is internal to the camera. However Yamada et al. disclose on the last 
three lines of Section 0021 that the reproducing operations may be carried out by employing a 
"separately provided reproducing apparatus", a separately provided apparatus clearly being 
external to the camera. 

The Applicants argue that Yamada et al. fail to disclose or suggest assigning selected tag 
names to each captured image wherein each tag name provides classification of two or more 
captured images. However Yamada et al. disclose this feature in that the codes are based on sorts 
of photographic objects being recorded in correspondence with the images of the objects, in other 
words plural sorts of objects, each having plural images (Section 0003); "multiple reproduction 
every designated classification code (Section 0004); "sequentially reproducing an image when a 
classification code is designated by the classification code designating means during reproducing 
operation" (Section 0004); "while a classification code is designated, images are reproduced one 
by one in accordance with a designated order" (Section 001 1); "sequentially read out the pictures 
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from the memory circuit 20 in a sequential order, depending upon the classification code" 
(Section 0012). 

The Applicants argue that Yamada et all. do not disclose or suggest means responsive to a 
single request for identifying a particular tag name for transferring all of the image files stored in 
the corresponding tag name file to an external computer via a cable interface. 

In response, the CPU in Yamada et al. instructs the memory control circuit so as to 
sequentially read out the pictures from the memory circuit in a sequential order, depending on the 
classification code (Section 0012). Therefore a single request that identifies a particular tag name 
results in the transfer of all of the image files stored in accordance with the corresponding tag file 
name. This transfer may be to a "separately provided reproducing apparatus" (Section 0021), 
therefore clearly suggesting an external computer, such a transfer inherently requiring a cable for 
the transmission of the image data. 

The Applicants argue that Sarbadhikari's direction of image transfer is to the camera and 
not from the camera, However, Sarbadhikari specifically teaches image data transfer from the 
camera (Column 1 1, Lines 22-26). 
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The Applicants argue that Sarbadhikari does not discuss selective downloading of images 
from the camera to the computer. However, as discussed previously, Yamada discloses selective 
image reproduction.. 

The Applicants argue that Sarbadhikari does not teach or suggest image classification 
using tag names. However Yamada discloses this feature in the use of classification codes as 
discussed previously. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claim 26 recites the limitation "the removable memory card'* in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "the categories" in lines 4-5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 1 . 

4. Claims 1-7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 28-31, 33 and 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Yamada (No, Hei 5-344460) in view of Sarbadhikari et al. (US 

5,477,264). 

As for claim 1, Yamada discloses an electronic still camera connected to a reproduction 
unit comprising: 

an image sensor (p.3; electronic still camera; see figure 1); 
a converter stage (p. 23 section 21, lines 1-6)); 

a memory of storing two or more tag names providing classification of images (p. 6, lines 



a control means for selecting one of the stored tag names for each of the images (key input 
unit; 8); 

a processor for assigning the selected tag names to each of the images captured by the 
image sensor, wherein each tag name provides classification of two or more captured images (p. 
7, lines 2-15); 



1-9); 
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means for generating an image file including the digital image data corresponding to the 
captured images and a separate tag name file for each selected tag name (changing the 
classification code of an image by deleting a pre existing classification code; page 17, section 14 
lines 1-20); 

a removable memory (14) for storing each of the image files into the tag name file 
corresponding to the selected tag name, wherein the removable memory stores two or more tag 
name files with each tag name file storing two or more image files (p 12, lines 5-26; p. 16, lines 9- 
14); and 

means responsive to a single computer initiated request for identifying a particular tag 
name for transferring all of the image files stored in the corresponding tag name file (p. 16, lines 
9-14) to an external reproducing device (p. 23, last 3 lines), such an operation inherently requiring 
a cable. 

Yamada fails to specifically disclose that the separate reiproducing device is a computer. 
However, it is well known in the art to connect a camera with a computer for the transfer of 
image data thereto as taught by Sarbadhikari et al. (Column 1 1, Lines 22-26). 

In the same field of endeavor, Sarbadhikari et al. disclose a camera connected to a 
computer via a cable whereby image data is transferred fi-om the camera to the computer (Column 
11, Lines 22-26). Processing of Yamada*s image data in a computer would clearly enable 
increased sophistication of image processing of the taken images and would increase the degree to 
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which the processed images would be available to other processing, reproducing and/or viewing 
facilities, thereby clearly increasing the utility of the device. Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that a camera to connect the 
Yamada camera to an external computer via cable in order to increase the utility of the device. 

As for claim 2, Yamada discloses the tag names are input by the user and then stored in 
the memory (can be externally generated by speaking or keying). However, Yamada fails to 
disclose an embodiment where default tag names are stored in firmware of the memory. However 
the Sarbadhikari et al. camera uses instruction code stored in a firmware. Thus it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that tag names 
can be stored in a firmware memory, as such would not overly increase the cost of the system and 
such a memory is source for camera operating information. 

As for claim 3-4, Yamada discloses that the tag names are input by a control means and 
then stored in the memory (can be externally generated by speaking or keying). Yamada also 
discloses a LCD (#7) which is a status display which shows tag names. However, Yamada fails to 
disclose an embodiment where default tag names are stored in firmware of the memory, 
Sarbadhikari et al. disclose the claimed features, as illustrated in figure 9, Thus it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include this 
feature as taught by Sarbadhikari et al. which helps ease the user in deriving tag names/overlays 
for images and adds an quick help/ default feature to the system . 
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As for claim 5, the files are stored in a section of the memory as displayed by the track 
map display (see page 1 of Yamada). 

As for claim 6, Yamada fails to disclose that the images are displayed with 
titles/classifications overlaid on the images. However, Sarbadhikari et al, disclose that the tag 
names are overlaid on the image data (col. 10, lines 25-35). Thus it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include this feature as taught 
by Sarbadhikari et al., as another way of confirming the classification of each particular image and 
not destroy the image data. 

As for claim 7, in another embodiment (see figure 10), the user may input classification 
codes by speaking (voice recognition) or key input (Section 0017). 

As for claim 9, see figure 7-8. 

As for claims 10 and 12, see Examiner's notes in claim 7 and 1. 

As for claim 13, see Examiner's notes in claim 1. Additionally, Yamada discloses the tag 
names are input by the user and then stored in the memory (can be externally generated by 
speaking or keying). 
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As for claim 15, speech input elements #29 and 30 in figure 10, Sarbadhikari et al, in the 
camera connected to computer embodiment, discloses that image overlays (customized tag 
names) can be uploaded to the computer and then downloaded to the camera via cable into a 
signal port in the camera . Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made that tag name information can be externally input fi-om a signal 
port in the camera via an input unit on the camera side or fi*om the computer. Such allows 
multiple access to data manipulation, thus system flexibility. 

As for claim 28, see Examiner's notes in claim 15. 

As for claims 29-30, see Examiner's notes in claim 1, 

As for claims 3 1 and 33, the control means is a user control means. 

As for claims 35 and 37, the reproduction unit selects the tag name according the user 
request in Yamada, In Sarbadhikari et al., the tag names may also be selected on the computer 
according to user request (see abstract). 

As for claims 36 and 38, see Examiner's notes in claims 35, 37 and 1. 
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5. Claims 8, 1 1, 14 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yamada et al. in view of Sarbadhikari et al., further in view of Yoshida (US 5,515,101). 

As for claim 8, see Examiners notes in claim 7. In addition, Yamada and Sarbadhikari et 
al. fail to specifically disclose the tag names are alphanumeric names. Although, it is well known 
in the art, as taught by Yoshida. In the same field of endeavor, Yoshida discloses a camera 
system(see figure 9) for capturing images comprising a memory means (7) for storing a plurality 
of tag names ( titles: wedding, baby etc) providing classification of the images by subject; and a 
processor means (26) for having the capability of assigning the tag names to the images captured 
by the image sensor, each category provide a subject classification of one or more images (col. 2, 
lines 59-67). At col. 8, lines 60-65, Yoshida discloses that titles overlaid on image can be alpha 
numeric (text strings). Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that tag names can be alphanumeric as it increases the quantity of 
available unique for categorizing images. 

As for claim 1 1, see Examiners notes in claim 9 and 8. 

As for claim 14, see Examiner*s notes in claim 13. In addition, Yoshida discloses the tiles 
are stored with attribute which is a date and time information from a internal clock. (Col. 3, lines 
1-55). 
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As for claim 26, see Examiner*s notes in claim 7. In addition, Yoshida discloses a memory 
is loadable , thus inherently signal port. 



As for claim 27, see Examiner's notes in claim 15. In addition, the external computer can 
write tag names onto a card and transfer then to the camera off the card. See figures 8 A and 10 of 
Yoshida. 



6. Applicants' amendment necessitated the new ground of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi'om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 



7. Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 
Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 11, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA,, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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8. Any inquiry regarding this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Andy Christensen whose telephone number is (703) 308-9644. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil the examiner's supervisor, 
Wendy Garber, can be reached on (703) 305-4929. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



ac 

August 23,2001 
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